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THE RISEN SAINTS: 

WHAT DOES SCEIPTUEE EEYEAL OF THEIR 
ESTATE AND EMPLOYMENTS P 



Some time since I ventured to publish some 
thoughts on the testimony of Scripture 
with regard to the blessed dead before the 
resurrection. Th^e ^iquestion now suggested 
to the reader is designed to..be a sequel to 
that investigation. It. embraces the estate 
and employments of 'ilie saints, whether 
during the millennium or in the eternal 
ages beyond ; for, as the word of prophecy 
certifies us, that holy Sabbath can only be 
introduced by the Personal Advent of the 
Lord, by the resurrection of those who 
sleep in Him, by the translation of those 
who are alive, and remain unto his coming, 
and by their eternal reunion in his presence. 
The present is in more than one respect 
an easier inquiry than that t^^^xSc«i^ "vh^a 
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disembodied state. In the first place, the 
testimony of Scripture is here far more 
copious. And then there are but few of 
the exceeding great and precious promises 
describing the feHcity of the blessed dead 
as they are now, which do not also embrace 
in their magnificent fiilness the joys of the 
people of God, as they will be for ever. 
Thus, for example, with regard to the in- 
termediate state, we read, "Blessed are 
the dead which die in the Lord ; they rest 
from their labours, and their works do 
follow along with them'* (Rev. xiv. 13) ; 
they " live to God" (Luke xx. 38) ; they 
" depart and are with Christ, which is far 
better '' (Phil. i. 23) . But we cannot doubt 
that when this corruptible has put on in- 
corruption, then in a more eminent degree 
will the people of God enjoy the Sabbath 
rest which remaineth for them, and reap 
the reward of their labours, and have the 
fruition of eternal life, and enter into the 
joy of their Lord. We may possibly be 
wrong in assigning some promises of feli- 
city to the present condition of the blessed 
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dead, we can hardly err in ascribing all or 
most of them in the fulness of their meaning 
to that of the risen saints. 

There are some who would foreclose 
any farther investigation by saying, " We 
are assured that * when we wake after his 
likeness we shall be satisfied;' why need 
we ask anymore? is not this enough?** 
I answer, no : it is not enough ; if more is 
revealed. For all Holy Scripture is pro- 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be perfect (2 Tim. iii. 
16, 17). And again when it is urged, 
" Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them 
who love Him,'* they who bring forward 
this Scripture to condemn all attempts to 
search into the things to come, seem to 
forget that the apostle continues, "But 
God hath revealed them unto us by his 
Spirit" (lOor. ii. 9,-10). If .we. only cleave 
to Goi>'s WOBD WEEBTEN, in humblc depen- 
dence, upon the teaclaagQit XJo^^^"^^"^:^^ 
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we shaU not go far astray. We may per- 
haps, in our shortsightedness, or in the 
feebleness of our faith, interpret as spiritual 
what is literal, or as literal what is spiritual. 
But God*s word, unlike the baseless theories 
of human invention, will never lead us to 
idle dissipation of thought. It cannot err ; 
it must stand for ever. The quickly coming 
futmity will soon more than vindicate every 
hope we have conceived ifrom inspired pro- 
phecy ; for, if we might venture to sub- 
stitute Scripturae for naturae, in the 
well-known words of Cicero, Opinionvm 
commenta dies delet, Scripturae judicia 
confirmat. 

The witness of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, though the light is feeble compared 
with that of the New, is yet amply suflSi- 
cient to refiite those " who feign that the 
old Fathers did look only for transitory pro- 
mises." The tree of life was planted in 
Eden ifrom the beginning ; and though it is 
true man was soon driven from its pre- 
cincts, its very name would be a symbol of 
immortaUty to the primeval saints. We 
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cannot suppose that the reason assigned 
for man's expulsion from Paradise, "lest 
lie put forth his hand, and take also of the 
tree of life, and eat and live for ever" (Gen. 
iii. 22), was kept secret till the writing of 
the Pentateuch by Moses. The possibility 
of living for ever, or, in other words, of 
eternal Ufe, would therefore be enwoven in 
their minds with the promise of the Seed 
of the woman bruising the head of the 
serpent. 

Then Enoch's translation without death 
must have awakened deep searchings of 
heart in the antediluvian world. We read 
that he was not found, which impHes that 
most probably search was made for him as 
for EUjah ; and the baffled inquirers must 
have tracked with inquisitive thought the 
flight heavenward of that translated saint. 

And when the fathers of the Jewish 
church were called of God to walk the Hfe 
of faith, we are assured by the inspired 
apostle that they confessed they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth, that 
they were mindful oi aV^^^s^^'^J^ HaiGc^ssSsas^'k 
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and that they looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is 
God (Heb. xi. 10—16). What testimony 
to this is the holy utterance of Jacob when 
dying, " I have waited for thy salvation, 
Lord'' (Gen. xlix. 18). 

One little glimpse in the autobiography 
of Moses reveals volumes — I mean when, in 
the intensity of patriotic love, he prayed, 
" If not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy 
book which thou hast written" (Exod. 
xxxii. 32). This, then, his name written 
in the book of life — for in that hour of holy 
and intense enthusiasm he seems to ran- 
sack the treasuries of his being, and to 
select that which was choicest and costhest, 
that, like Paul, in after ages he may lay it 
down as a votive offering for his people's 
sake — this was " the recompense of reward 
unto whichMoses had respect" (Heb. xi. 26). 

So the faith of the patriarch Job shines 
forth as a star in that early firmament, who, 
contemplating the ravages of death, con- 
fesses, "So man lieth down, and riseth 
not ; till the heavens be no more, they shall 
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not awake, nor be raised out of their sleep. 
O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, 
that thou wouldest keep me secret, until 
thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest ap-. 
point me a set time, and remember me ! 
If a man die, shall he Uve again ? all the 
days of my appointed time will I wait, till 
my change come. Thou shalt call, and I 
will answer thee ; thou shalt have a desire 
to the work of thy hands.*' And yet 
more triumphantly in the well-known words, 
"I know that my Redeemer liveth, and 
that He shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth ; and though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I 
see God ; whom I shall see for myself, and 
mine eyes shall behold, and not another ; 
though my reins be consumed within me'* 
(Job xiv. 12—15, and xix. 25—27). 

But it was reserved for the sweet 
Psalmists of Israel to sing most fully of 
those hopes which lie beyond the grave. 
The very first Psalm strikes a chord which 
is struck over and over again in that won- 
derftd collection of the aoi^i^^ oI^Jcl^^^^^ss^ 
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clmrcli — I mean tlie abiding of the righteous 
in contrast with the perishing of the wicked, 
for surely " the judgment ** spoken of at 
least looks on to the great day of decision, 
and " the congregation of the righteous'* to 
the general assembly of those whose names 
are written in heaven (Ps, i. 3 — 6). 

Then the glowing words of the 16th 
Psalm, " My flesh also shall rest in hope, 
for thou wilt not leave my soul in hell ; 
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to 
see corruption. Thou wilt show me the 
path of life : in thy presence is fulness of joy ; 
and at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore*' (Ps. xvi. 9 — 11) — ^these 
words, though we know from an inspired 
interpreter that they find their plenary 
accomplishment only in the Lord Jesus, 
yet were uttered by David as foreseeing 
the resurrection of the promised Christ 
(Acts ii. 25 — 31), of the Christ — not of one 
separable from those He came to save, but 
indissolubly bound with them, the wave- 
sheaf which was the first-fruits of the 
mighty harvest. Then in the next Psalm 



THB BISEN SAINTS. 9 

how vivid is the contrast betwixt " Men of 
the world, who have their portion in this 
life," and the persecuted saint who solaces 
himself, saying, " As for me, I will behold 
thy face in righteousness : I shall be satis- 
fied, when I awake, with thy likeness" 
(Ps. xvii. 14, 15). Nor shall we, I ima- 
gine, consent to limit the august expressions 
of Psalm xxi. 4, " He asked life of thee, 
and thou gavest it him, even length of days, 
for ever and ever," to the threescore 
years and ten of our earthly span. 

In the same spirit the Psalmist writes 
of a fearless passage through the valley of 
the shadow of death, leading on at last to 
the dwelling in the house of the Lord for 
ever (Ps. xxiii. 4, 6). And what shall we 
say to the burst of adoftng expectation, 
'*0h, how great is thy goodness, which 
thou hast laid up for them that fear thee ; 
which thou hast wrought for them that 
trust in thee before the sons of men" 
(Ps. xxxi. 19) ; and to the glowing pro- 
mises, " They shall be abimdantly satis- 
fied with the fatness o? XJo^ \iciv^<b\ ^sss>Si. 
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thou shalt make them drink of the river of 
thy pleasm-es ; for with thee is the fountain 
of life : and in thy light shall we see light" 
(Ps. xxxvi. 8, 9) ? Were not the riches 
reserved in heaven, and the many mansions 
of the Father's house, and the crystal river 
of life, and the fiiture beatific vision, in the 
inspired Psalmist's eye ? 

The solemn exordium of the 49th Psalm 
prepares us for its dealing with the lights 
and shadows of eternity. And so it proves ; 
for, while bemoaning the triumph of death 
over the ungodly, the sacredwriter declares, 
" But Grod will redeem my soul fi:*om the 
power of the grave ; for He shall receive 
me*' (Ps. xlix. 16). And the next Psalm 
goes far beyond this, for it distinctly speaks 
of the advent of our God with all the 
ensigns of majesty, of the rapture of the 
saints, and of their great gathering before 
the judgment-seat (Ps. 1. 6, 6). In the 
73rd Psalm the reception of the saint to 
glory hereafter, when once realized, re- 
dresses the apparent inequalities of Divine 
Providence here, and sustains him, although 
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flesh and heart are failing, with the cer- 
tainty of an enduring and eternal portion 
in his God (Ps. Ixxiii. 19—26). 

St. Paxil has taught us that the clodng 
words of the 95th Psalm look on to that 
Sabbath rest which remaineth for the people 
of God (Heb. iii. 7 to iv. 9). And the 
102nd and 103rd Psalms declare, in con- 
trast with the crumbling earth and the dis- 
solving heavens, the abiding perpetuity of 
the children's children of the righteous 
(Ps. cii. 25—28, and ciii. 15—17). The 
110th Psalm proclaims the everlasting 
priesthood of Messiah, and thus by neces- 
sary inference their service among whom 
He will exercise his sacerdotal ofl&ce. The 
112th Psalm reveals the incorruptible cha- 
racter of works of love. The 145th Psalm 
foretells the proclamation by the saints of 
the mighty acts of the Lord, and of the 
glory of his everlastiug kingdom to a re- 
generate world. And the five closing 
Psalms lead our thoughts onward to the 
time when the heavens and earth shall re- 
sound with ceaseless Hallelujaha, 
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Let US review for one momeiit what 
these scattered notices aflfirm regarding the 
saints hereafter : (1) their abiding perpe- 
tuity ; (2) their resurrection as certified by 
the resurrection of Messiah their Head; 
(3) their awaking satisfied with the likeness 
of their God ; (4) their fi:uition of length 
of days for ever and ever ; (6) their eternal 
dwelling in the house of the Lord ; (6) 
their inheriting the goodness laid up for 
them, and drinking of the river of Divine 
pleasure, forth flowing fi:»om the Fountain of 
life ; (7) their redemption fi:*om the grave, 
and gathering together before God; (8) 
their presentation in glory; (9) their en- 
trance into a Sabbatic rest ; (10) their 
enjoyment of God's mercy, which from ever- 
lasting has chosen them, and will to ever- 
lasting embrace them ; (11) their service 
under One who abides a Priest continually ; 
(12) their possession of an incorruptible 
righteousness; (13) their proclamation to 
the sons of men of the marvels of redemp- 
tion ; and (14) their share in the songs of 
Hallelujah, which shall fiU the universe with 
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praise. If we gather these separate rays ot 
truth together, how powerful are the con- 
centrated light and heat. 

Upon the consenting witness of the 
other books of the Old Testament I must 
only briefly touch. The Eoyal Preacher, 
while laying bare the vanities of life, no less 
than four times anchors his faith on the 
certainty of the judgment to come (Eccles. 
iii. 17 ; V. 8 ; xi. 9 ; xii. 14). Isaiah, true 
to his Jewish mission, dwells especially on 
the coming felicity of his own people, and 
on the glory of the millennial Sabbath; but 
yet he evidently foresees in the regeneration 
of Israel a pledge of the restitution of all 
things, and in that blessed millennium an 
earnest of a sinless eternity ; for who shall 
venture to dim the lustre of his prophecy, 
" The Lord God shall swallow up death in 
victory,'* or to narrow the meaning of his 
twice repeated proclamation, "The re- 
deemed of the Lord shall return, and come 
with singing unto Zion, and everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads ; they shall obtain 
gladness and joy ; and sorrow and mQ\3x\^<?:, 
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shall flee away" ? (Isa. xxv. 8 ; xxxv. 10 ; 
and li. 11.) 

It is to the same Sabbath Jeremiah 
refers, when he says of the people of God, 
" Their soul shall be as a watered garden, 
and they shall not sorrow any more at all*' 
(Jer. xxxi. 12). 

Ezekiel describes the ritual which will 
be observed on Mount Zion, and the coming 
of the God of Israel to his temple, " his 
voice being like the voice of many waters, 
and the earth shining with his glory** 
(Ezek. xliii. 2). 

Daniel reveals the awful judgment of 
the last day, the resurrection of the just, 
and of the unjust, the possession by the 
saints of an everlasting kingdom on earth, 
and their undeclining glory as stars in the 
firmament of heaven (Dan. vii. 9 — 18, and 
xii. 2, 3). 

Hosea exultingly foretells the abolition 
of death and the grave (Hos. xiii. 14) ; 
Zephaniah, the Lord's resting in his love 
over Zion (Zeph. iii. 17) ; Zechariah, the 
advent of Messiah to Olivet with all his 
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saints accompanying HimL(Zecli. xiv. 4 — 6), 
and the canon of the Old Testament, with 
almost its latest utterance, closes with the 
double promise, " They shall be mine, saith 
the Lord, in the day when I make up my 
jewels ;" and again, " To you that fear my 
name shall the Sun of Eighteousness arise 
with healing in his wings'* (Mai. iii. 17, 
and iv. 2). 

Thus, when we appeal to the elder Scrip- 
tures alone, the hope of good things to 
come is built on no bleak and barren fore- 
announcement of the absence of sorrow, 
and the fruition of endless Kfe, but is 
brightened and warmed with the sunlight 
of distinct 9ind definite promises. 

But the evidence of the New Testament 
is far too abunddut and copious to be thus 
referred to in consecutive order. In looking 
through it -vrtth, this object in view, I 
marked down bet^f eeri two and three hun- 
dred verses directly bearing on the state 
and employments of tiie risen saints. 
That is, one verse in thirty at ^s^t of the 
New Testame|it), B W|1» a^ OT^;?)3t^ V^:* "^^^^^ 
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resurrection life. I must not attempt to 
adduce all at length, but I have grouped 
some portion of this abundant testimony 
under the following heads, — the only diffi- 
culty being this, the characteristics of the 
good things to come are so intimately and 
harmoniously blended, that, like the tints 
of the rainbow, it is sometimes difficult 
to know where one ends and another 
begins : — 

I. But first I would say, the state of 

THE EISEN saints IS ONE OF PERSONAL 

PERFECTION, a perfection both of body 
and spirit. 
St. Paul prays for his Thessalonian 
converts, that " their whole spirit, and soul, 
and body may be preserved blameless unto 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ'* 
(1 Thess. V. 23) — a prayer which in itself 
imphes undecaying integrity afterwards. 
And so we are assured it will be. " He 
shall change the body of our humiliation, 
that it maybe fashioned like unto the body 
of his glory, according to the working 
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whereby He is able to subdue all things to 
Himself'' (Phil. iii. 21). Would we know 
then what our glorified body will be like, 
we must carefully gather up all the intima- 
tions of Holy Scripture regarding the body 
of our Lord after his resurrection, that 
body in which He appeared to his disciples 
during the forty days, in which He ascended 
from Olivet, in which He revealed Himself 
to St. John in Patmos, and in which He 
will return to judge the quick and dead.* 

* A strange theory has been held by some in 
modern times that the body in which our Lord 
appeared to his disciples during the Forty Days was 
still the body of his humiliation, and that this was 
not transformed into the body of his glory until the 
ascension. But this is grievously to obscure the 
central fact of his victory over death and hell. The 
stupendous conflict raged around his cross and sepul- 
chre, not around Olivet. Through death He destroyed 
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil 
(Heb. ii. 14). His body, which was sown in weak- 
ness and dishonour, was raised in power and in glory. 
He arose an High Priest for ever after the power of 
an indissoluble life (fo*^ aKaTcxXvrov, Heb. vii. 
16). Death had no more dominion over Him. It 
is quite true that the plenary effulgence of his glory 
was of necessity veiled during thea^ ^cst^J^\i«:^^^'^ 
the disciples when He appeared ^oxkV^V^^^^^^^'^'^ 
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That body was visible or invisible at his 
will. It was not corruptible flesh and 
blood, which St. Paul assures us cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor. xv. 50) ; 
but it was veritable flesh and bones, the 
same flesh and bones, though now immortal 
and incorruptible, which had been nailed to 
the cross, for our Lord said to his aiffirighted 
apostles, " Behold my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself; handle me, and see ; for 
a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see 
me have" (Luke xxiv. 39). The corn of 
wheat had fallen into the ground and died, 
and had risen again (Johnxii. 24). Though 
a spiritual body, it was capable of receiving 
material food, for our Lord took of the 
broiled fish and honeycomb, and ate before 
them (Luke xxiv. 43). Though tangible, 
and therefore solid, it was not bound to our 

awestruck and astonished as St. JoHn in Patmos, and 
in this respect the ascension was a farther stage in 
our Lord's glorification (cf. Ephes. i. 20). But the 
resurrection was the crisis. Before He rose, his body 
was the body of his humiliation. After He rose, 
without any interval or intermission, it was the body 
of hia gloij. 
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solid globe, for therein He ascended till a 
cloud received Him out of their sight (Acta 
i. 9), yea, therein He took his seat at the 
right hand of the Father, fitr above all prin- 
cipality, and power, and might, and domi- 
nion (Ephes. i. 20, 21). 

When He appeared to St. John in vision, 
we have a minute description of his glory, 
(Rev.i. 13—16), anditis tome, Iconfess, asub- 
ject of wonder that we do not more often and 
habitually study that divine portrait of Him 
whom our soul loveth. Now when He shall 
appear we shall be like Him^ for we shall 
see Him as He is (1 John iii. 2). The same 
Omnipotence which transformed his body 
will transform ours ; for " He who raised 
up Christ from the dead shall also quicken 
our mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth 
in us" (Rom. viii. 11). We shall be planted 
together (<n;fw^vrot, or " become united") 
with Him in the likeness of his resurrection 
(Rom. vi. 6). Our mortal body likewise is 
the seed, our immortal the plant that grows 
out of that seed, transformed, and yet ita 
identity not lost, Ten^N^e^ ^tA. ^^X.x^^^'^r 
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nizable, raised in incorruption, gloiy, and 
power, and yet the same as that which was 
sown in corruption, dishonour, and weak- 
ness (1 Cor. XV. 42, 43). 

There are other helpful illustrations in 
nature which are often appealed to, such as 
the apparent death of winter followed by 
the life of spring, the chrysalis and the 
winged moth, etc. ; but this divinely chosen 
analogy of the seed and the plant is to me 
of all the most suggestive regarding our 
spiritual body, as it shall be hereafter. For, 
take the bulb of a hyacinth, or of any other 
flower, submit it to a naturalist, and he 
will tell you by aid of the microscope what 
the perfected flower will be ; yet who that 
did not know the mysteries of vegetation 
could believe that from that dull and dis- 
mal bulb would spring that gorgeous flower 
enveloped in its sheltering leaves ? Yet 
such shall be our body then, compared with 
our body now ; that building of God, not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 
compared with the earthly house of this 
tabernacle, which is awaiting its dissolution 
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(2 Cor. V. 1). Did the risen Lord say of 
Himself, I am the bright and morning star, 
and was his countenance, as seen by St. 
John, like the sun shining in its strength ? 
We are assured that when the wise awake 
from the sleep of death, in that day of the 
manifestation of the sons of God (Rom. 
viii. 19), they shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament, and as the stars for ever 
and ever (Dan. xii. 2). Our bodies will be 
suitable for the presence-chamber of the 
King of glory. 

But this physical perfection will only be 
a worthy expression of the spiritual per- 
fection within. The saints now, as with 
unveiled face they behold the glory of the 
Lord, are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory (i. e., from one degree 
of glory to another) as by the Lord the 
Spirit (2 Cor. iii. 18). And "^e who hath 
begun this good work in them will perform 
it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil. i. 6), 
which again implies undeclioing perfection 
afterwards. 

And to this ScTvptv3Lr^\>^OT% ^^^xsAaccis* 
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testimony. As to oiir mental and intel- 
lectual power, " whereas now we know in 
part, then shall we know even as also we 
are known'* (1 Gor. xiii. 12), thait is, I ap- 
prehend, so far as our faculties extend — for 
no finite being can ever attain omniscience 
— our knowledge of Christ wiH resemble 
Christ's knowledge of us, being perfect, 
symmetrical, and unperplexed. We shall 
then have "all come in the imity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, imto 
the measure of the stature of the fiilness 
of Christ" (Ephes.iv. 13).. 

Furthermore we shall then be perfectly 
holy. For the Bride " is arrayed in fine 
linen, clean and white, and the fine linen 
is the righteousness of saints"* (Rev. 
xix. 8). 

* By this righteousness of saints we are, I appre- 
hend, to understand glorifying righieousneas^ that of 
which Hooker writes in his memorable words, " There 
is a glorifying righteousness of men in the world to 
come ; and there is a justifying and a sanctifying 
righteousness here. The righteousness wherewith 
we shall be clothed in the world to come is both per- 
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Grod " hath chosen us in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, that we should 
be holy and without blame before Him in 
love'* (Ephes. i. 4) ; that good pleasure of 
his goodness will then be fulfilled. He " is 
able to present us faultless before the pre- 
sence of his glory with exceeding joy'* 
(Jude 24), and He will accomplish that 
which his love designs. Compare 1 Thess. 
iii. ] 3. The well of life within shaJl spring 
up then in every heart, unmixed with tears, 
into everlasting life (John iv. 14). Our 
love will then be perfected (1 John 
iv. 17). And every faculty, whether of 
body or spirit, will be in fiill and har- 
monious exercise, as indeed is implied in 
the one emphatic word, " glorified" (Rom. 
viii. 30). 

What felicity is condensed in this one 
thought, personal perfection — the body re- 
sponsive to every vohtion, the mind clear 
as the light, the spirit filled with love, the 

feet and inherent ; that whereby here we are justified, 
is perfect but not inherent ; that whereby we are sanc- 
tified, inherent but not perfect" (^SermoiviL^ ^\» 
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whole complex being clothed with the 
beauty of holiness. 

II. It is A STATE OF ETERNAL BEST AND 
EEFBESHMENT. 

Christ having ceased from his mighly 
work of redemption, has entered into his 
rest, and He promises, Where I am, there 
shall also my servant be (John xii. 26). 
The Sabbath rest of the millennium is a 
foretaste of this (Heb. iv. 9), the beginning 
of those times of refreshing which shall 
come from the presence of the Lord (Acts 
iii. 19). Then will God recompense rest 
(avea-cv "relaxation'*) to his persecuted 
people (2 Thess. i. 7). This rest and this 
refreshment are often described imder the 
figure of reclining at a banquet, as when the 
Lord says, " Many shall come from the east 
and west, and shall sit down (avaKKcOiia-ovTcu) 
with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob in 
the kingdom of heaven*' (Matt. viii. 11), 
or in yet more marvellous words of grace, 
"Blessed are those servants whom the 
Lord when he cometh shall find watching; 
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verily I say unto you, that he shall gird 
himself, and make them to sit down to 
meat, and will come forth and serve them'* 
(Lukexii. 37)- 

I have called it the figure of a banquet, 
and yet it is by no means easy always to 
discern what is to be taken figuratively and 
what literally in these descriptions of glory. 
I beUeve that we shaJl actually eat and 
drink in the kingdom of God, in such wise 
as befits the spiritual and incorruptible 
body. Why should we not take our Lord's 
words literally, "I will not drink hence- 
forth of this fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father's kingdom" (Matt. xxvi. 29) ? And 
again, " I appoint imto you a kingdom as 
my Father hath appointed imto me, that ye 
may eat and drink at my table in my king- 
dom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel" (Lukexxii. 29, 30). Why 
should we from these words expect a visible 
and palpable enthronization, but an invisible 
and impalpable feast? It seems to me 
that we gain nothing, nay, that ^e \a^^ 
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much, by trying to etherealize or explain 
away those Scriptures which give solid and 
substantial reality to our conceptions of the 
world to come. I doubt not that all things 
there will have a sacramental character : 
they will be outward and visible signs of 
inward and spiritual truths. But, as the 
elements of bread and wine in the Lord's 
Supper do not exclude the spiritual mean- 
ing, but are a great help to us to apprehend 
it, so in heaven that which is spiritual will 
not exclude the actual and material, but 
will give the greater zest to our enjoyment 
of it. 

So with regard to our eating of the tree* 
of life and drinking the crystal river of Hfe. 
That these are not mere symbols, but pro- 
phetic realities, I am persuaded. Why 
should they be thought more incredible 
than the historic verities of Eden ? We 
do not give ear for a moment to the 
mythical interpretation of the first three 
chapters of Genesis. The tree of know- 
ledge of good and evil and the tree of life 
were no unreal, unsubstantial figures. They 
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were actual trees, wluch struck their roots 
into the actual soil of this oux earth; 
though both one and the other were solemn 
signs of heavenly things. Now of this celes- 
tial fruit we are assured the beatified will 
partake, and hunger no more ; and of this 
living stream they will drink, and thirst no 
more — "For the Lamb which is in the 
midst of the throne shall feed them, and 
shall lead them to living fountains of water, 
and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes" (Rev. vii. 17). Could words express 
more perfect rest and refreshment ? 

m. The saints will theee bbceive the 

EEWARD OP THE INHEBITANCB — {rifv 
avTwiro&oaiv tj}? KXrjpovofiia^^ Col. iii. 24). 
I have chosen this expression out of very 
many, because it combines the thoughts of 
retribution and of grace; for if reward 
implies recompense, inheritance implies a 
free gift. An inheritance is not purchased, 
but descends by lineage or bequest. This 
twofold aspect of eternal felicity is contin- 
ually presented to us in the New Testament. 
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First, it is an heritage. We are " heirs 
of God, joint-heirs with Christ** (Rom. viii. 
17). This is our only title-deed. It is 
" our Father's good pleasure to give us the 
kingdom" (Luke xii. 32). We "are sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is 
the earnest of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory*' (Ephes. i. 14). 
The words of welcome before the throne 
are these, " Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
INHERIT the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world" (Matt. xxv. 
34). Our kingdom on the new earth is an 
inheritance (Matt. v. 6). It is "the inhe- 
ritance of the saints in light, of which the 
Father hath made us meet to be partakers" 
(Col. i. 12). It is " an inheritance among 
all them that are sanctified" (Acts x:?:. 32). 
He gives to his children an inheritance 
which is, in the glowing language of St. 
Peter, "incorruptible, imdefiled, and un- 
fading, reserved in heaven for those who 
are kept by the power of God through faith 
imto salvation" (1 Pet. i. 4, 5). 
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But it is no less certainly the recompense 
of the rewa/rd — fiKrOaTroBoala (Heb. xi. 26). 
To his persecuted saints, Jesus says, "Great 
is your reward in heaven*' (Matt. v. 12). 
He who gives, and prays, and fasts in secret 
shall be rewarded openly (Matt. vi. 4, 6, 18). 
Not even a cup of cold water given to one 
of Christ's little ones shaU. in any wise lose 
its reward (Matt. x. 42). The entertain- 
ment of Christ's poor here will be "re- 
compensed at the resurrection of the just'* 
(Luke xiv. 14). Yea, "whatsoever good 
thing any man doeth, the same shall he 
receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free" (Ephes. vi. 8). What a vista this 
one promise opens! No faithftd labour, 
from the drudgery of the most menial em- 
ployment to the loftiest triumphs of Utera- 
ture, forgotten or unrequited. 

The builders of the spiritual temple, if 
their work abides, shall receive a reward 
(1 Cor. iii. 14). Yea, he that soweth and 
he that reapeth shall then rejoice together 
(John iv. 36). " They that sow to the 
Spirit shall of the Spirit x^^^ ^^ ^^^s^ss^s^^ 
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ing*^ (Gal. vi. 8) ; ihe connection betwixt 
the life of godliness and of glory being as 
strict, and close, and necessary as that 
betwixt the seed and the plant which grows 
from it. Every trial of true faith, though 
tried with fire, " shall be found unto praise, 
and honour, and glory at the appearing of 
Jesus Christ^* (1 Pet. i. 7). Every one who 
has dealt faithfiilly with the talents en- 
trusted to him shall hear the words, " Well 
done, good and faithful servant, thou hast 
been faithftd over a few things ; I will make 
thee ruler over many things" (Matt. xxv. 
21). Observe also, in the after part of that 
chapter, the interlinking of the inheritance 
with the works of love : " Inherit the king- 
dom, FOE (ydp) I was an hungered, and ye 
gave me meat," etc. The reward of the in- 
heritance is the spiritual tradesman's accu- 
mulated property : " Lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust doth corrupt," etc. (Matt.vi. 20). 
See also Luke xii. 33. It is the racer's nobly- 
won chaplet, the prize of the high (av©, hea- 
venly) calling in Christ Jesus (Phil. iii. 14). 
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Thus, while all will adoringly acknow- 
ledge that they owe their standing in the 
kingdom entirely to the free sovereign love 
of God, that eternal life is his gift through 
Christ Jesus, and that the glorified Bride 
is all she is for the Bridegroom's sake, 
there will be the delicious sense of appre- 
ciated afiection, of rewarded work, and of 
the crown which we oast at his feet, being 
a real token of victory achieved. 

IV. It is a state of comblned eoyalty 

AND service. 

This is expressed in the words, "a 
royal priesthood" (1 Pet. ii. 9), and in the 
opening doxology of the book of Revelation, 
" To Him that loved us, and washed us from 
our sins in his own blood, and hath made 
us kings and priests unto Grod and his 
Father" (Rev. i. 5, 6). And of this the 
worship of the twenty-four white-robed 
elders, who cast their crowns before the 
throne, presents us with an angelic anti- 
type* (Rev. iv. 4, 10, and v. 8). Not only 

* On the angelic natxir© oi Vii^^cyoxX^rvxv^^l^^st'^'^ 
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will the twelve apostles sit on thrones in the 
regeneration (Matt. xix. 28 — 30), but every 
faithful witness for Christ shall reign with 

tores, and of the twenty-four elders described in the 
Apocalypse, I yentnre to extract a few notes from my 
Commentary on the New Testament : — 

Eev. iv. 4s, And round about the throne were thronea 
(6p6voi) twenty and four^ etc. The crowned «lderSy 
seated on these subordinate thrones round about the 
supreme throne, are probably an order of the angelic 
hierarchy in its character of a royal priesthood. They 
are apparently distinguished from the saints whose 
prayers they oflfer (ch. v. 8). So " one of the elders" 
distinguishes himself from the white-robed multitude 
of the redeemed (ch. yii. 13). They speak of the 
servants who are to be rewarded as a distinct body 
from themselves (ch. xi. 16 — 18). They do not seem 
to form a part of the Bride (ch. xix. 4 — 7). The 
Mosaic tabernacle we know was a pattern of things 
in the heavens (Heb. ix. 23, 24) ; and so, we cannot 
doubt, was the more elaborate service' of the temple ; 
for David says, *' All this the Lord made me under- 
stand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the 
works of this pattern" (1 Chr. xxviii. 19). Every 
whit was therefore, we may suppose, typical of hea- 
venly realities. Now David appointed twenty-four 
courses of priests, and an elder who presided over 
each course (1 Chr. xxiv. 4 — 19 ; cf. 2 Bangs xix. 2, 
and Jer. xix. 1; LXX.). If then these twenty-four 
Jewish elders were earthly types of celestial antitypes, 
we may conclude that the crowned elders seen by St. 
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Christ (2 Tim. ii. 12). To every one who 
loves his appearing will the Lord give a 
crown of righteousness at that day (2 Tim. 

Jobn were iihose ministering spirits, after whose order 
those human priests were appointed. This is strongly 
confirmed by St. Paul naming ** thrones" (Opovoi) 
among the angelic principalities (Col. i. 16). Their 
white raiment betokens their priesthood ; their golden 
crownsy their royalty. 

Eev . iy. 6 — 8. And in the midit of the throne, and 
round about the throne. Jour living creatures (^omi), etc. 
*' Beasts" is a most unhappy translation. The word 
simply signifies '' living ones," and is used throughout 
EzekieFs vision by the Septuagint, where it is ren- 
dered " living creatures" (Ezek. i. and x.). Now of 
these we are expressly told, " This is the living crea- 
ture which I saw under the God of Israel, and I 
knew that they were the cherubim" (Ezek. x. 20). 
When man fell we read, '' God placed at the east 
of the garden of Eden cherubim, and a flaming 
sword, which turned every way, to keep the way of 
the tree of life" (G^n. iii. 24). This seems entirely 
to preclude the idea which some entertain, that the 
living creatures seen by St. John are mere symbolic 
unsubstantial appearances. From Ezekielwe learn 
that the living creatures are the cherubim ; and from 
Genesis that the cherubim were real beings, evidently 
angelic, whose office it was to keep the way of the 
tree of life. Their angelic nature is confirmed by 
the golden cherubim which God commanded to be 
siade, shadowing the merey*&^\i mVkt ^^\:c ^^ir^^^ 
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iv. 8) ; an incorruptible crown (1 Oor. ix, 
25) ; a crown of glory (1 Pet. v. 4) ; a 
crown of Kfe (Eev. iL 10)* To every one 

and to wliicli St. Peter apparentlj alludes when lie 
says, " These tilings the angels desire to look down 
into" (1 Pet. i. 12). In 1 Chr. xxviii. 18, we read 
of "the chariot of the cherubim;" and in Ps. 
xviii. 10, of God " riding upon a cherub." Again, 
in Ps. Ixxx. 1, Jehovah is represented as dwelling be- 
tween the cherubim. Whether in rest or motion, 
therefore, they appear, if we may use an earthly 
illustration of such heavenly mysteries, as a guard of 
honour attending the Divine Majesty. On the whole, 
we may safely conclude that these living creatures are 
of the highest order of angels, among whom we know 
there are gradations of glory (Col. i. 16), pure and 
blessed intelligences admitted the nearest to the 
throne of God ; and such was undoubtedly the judg- 
ment of the church as expressed in the language of 
the Te Deum, " To thee cherubim and seraphim con- 
tinually do cry." 

These living creatures were full of ei/es before 
and hehind. The eye is the index of intelligent life. 
And this plenitude of eyes betokens the most intense 
vitality. I^othing escapes them. They are as we say 
all mind, and ever awake to discern the will and 
accomplish the behests of Him they serve. Again, 
their fourfold characteristics (ver. 7) are those of a 
lion, an ox, a man, an eagle ; or royal dignity, self- 
sacrificing labour, human sympathy, heavenly subli- 
mity. The same fourfold excellence is plainly dis- 
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that overcometh, the promise is sure, " will 
I grant to sit with me in my throne, even 
as I also overcame, and am set down with 
my Father in his throne (Eev. iii. 21). 

oemible in the portraiture of the Son of Man as 
drawn in the' four Gospels. Now the highest glory 
of the creature is to reflect the image of the Creator. 
And if the cherubim be the first and foremost of 
created intelligences, then will they reflect most 
nearly the character of Him by whom and for 
whom they were created. Nor can any combina- 
tion of attributes be conceived more perfect than that 
which should unite in itself royalty and service 
tenderness and soaring contemplation. 

And the four Iwvag creatures had each of them six 
wings ahout him. We cannot positively identify the 
seraphim seen by Isaiah (ch. vi. 1 — 8) with these 
cherubic forms, yet we may gather from that earlier 
vision the use of this glorious investiture of wings. 
Each one of the seraphim likewise had six wings, 
and of these we read, " With twain he covered his 
&oe, with twain he covered his feet, and with twain 
he did fly," which seems to import that reverence 
and humihty have each an equal share with active 
obedience in the service rendered by the angels before 
the throne. And they were full of eyes within (not 
only *' before and behind" — ^ver. 6), perhaps inti- 
mating meditative and reflective intelligence. And 
rest they have not hy day and hy night (they have no 
pest, for they need none who are never weary of 
adoring infinite inexhaustible goo^-Qa^^^%a'v^v<v^^'HaV.^% 
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This royalty in itself implies service. L 
it is the characteristic of a faithfiil governor 
on earth, ** He that ruleth, let him do it 
with dihgence ** (Rom. xii. 8), we may be 

holy^ holy J Lord Ood Almiglity — thus acknowledging 
the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the power 
of the Divine Majesty worshipping the Uniiy — who 
isy and who was, and who is to come — from everlasting 
to everlasting, the immutable I am. 

Rev. V. 8 — 14. And when he took the hook — sore 
presage of his opening the seals — the four Uvimg 
creatureSy and the four and twenty elders fell doum 
before the Lan^ — ^who thus received the highest ado- 
ration of the celestial hierarchy — having each of them 
harps (see the counterpart to this in the minstrelsy 
of the singers appointed by David, 1 Ghr. xxv. 6) 
and golden vases (^o^Xas, here used for '^censers") 
full of odours, which are the prayers of the saints. It 
need scarcely be said they come not as mediators, but 
as ministers, as the loftiest created intelligences lead- 
ing the worship of the church. The priestly fonctions 
of these blessed spirits in gloxy no more interfere 
with the one eternal priesthood of Christ than the 
tutelary offices of other angels on earth interfere 
with his alone and omnipotent guardianship. And 
they sing a new song (new, for it regarded a new 
unfolding of the Divine counsels), saying. Thou art 
worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereqf 
(Zech. vi. 13) : for thou wast slain, and redeemedst 
them — i.e., the saints — to Ood by thy blood out of 
every iindred, and tongue^ and jpeople, and natUm ; w^^ 
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assured that when those words are fulfilled 
to us, " I wiU make thee ruler over many- 
things*' (Matt. XXV. 21), this govern- 
ment will demand the strenuous, though 

hast made th&m, (avrovs) rmto our God Icings and 
priesti (or " a kingdom of priests"), and they reign 
(fiaa'iX€vov(nv) on the earth. The word "ns" is 
omitted in the ninth verse by Alford, Wordsworth, 
etc., on the authority of important MSS., and the 
word " them" read in the tenth verse on greatly pre- 
ponderating evidence ; and this leaves the way qnite 
open for the interpretation I have ventured to give 
(ch. iv. 4, 6) of the cherubim and crowned elders, 
being the highest orders of angels. In the victory 
of faith they speak of the saints already entering on 
their royal inheritance. 

And I heheld — ^for the blaze of the angelic host 
flashed upon the apostle's eye ere the music of their 
Hallelujahs reached his ear — and I heard the voice of 
many angels^ etc. The innumerable company of angels 
is here distinguished &om the living creatures, and 
from the crowned elders, though these also were of 
angelic nature, as in the Tabernacle worship the chil- 
dren of Israel were distinguished from the family of 
Aaron, and from the tribe of Levi, though they were 
all a kingdom of priests and an holy nation (Exod. xix. 
6). Their glorious doxology is fall of joy, for they 
delight in redeeming love as the fullest manifestation 
of his character whom they adore and serve^ aa tha 
salvation at those to whom. tTaey «e^ TKiML^\icra^%^'^ 
earthy and thus as a mighty mcwi^^^ Q>^ '^'^^ '^^'^^ 
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imtoilsome, exercise of every power. And 
first the saints will take their solemn share 
in the judgments of the last day. They 

ptire and Tmselfisli felicity. Their seyenfold ascrip- 
tion of praise is the perfect expression of that their 
angelic bliss — Worthy is the Lamh that was slam to 
receive (i. e,, by adoring acknowledgment tiiat these 
things are his own) power — as the Heir of all tihings 
— and riches — those nnsearchable riches from which 
He supplies the needs of all — and wisdom — ^for omni- 
Bcience only can dispense infinite wealth — oendstreng^ 
— ^for omnipotence only can carry into effect the 
designs of omniscience — and honour — ^the most ez- 
hanstive honour which creation can render (John r. 
23) — cmd fflortf^the reflection of the display of hsi 
own triumphant goodness — and hlessinfff the ntteranoe 
of eternal gratitude. 

And every creature — every intelligent, and sentient^ 
and animated being, angels and men, spirits embodied 
and disembodied — which is in heaven — around iiie 
throne of Qt)d — and on the earth — around his foot- 
stool — and under the earth — i, «., Hades (perhaps not 
without reference to the enforced subjection of tiie 
lost) — and on the sea (perhaps added to show iliat 
no distance hindered the universaliiy of this praise, 
compare Ps. cxxxix. 9), and all things that are in tkem^ 
etc. There is no lapse, no jar in that majestic dia- 
pason of creation's harmony, " Glory to Gk>d" fills 
the universe ; and this is re-echo6d by tiie holy che- 
rubim, and acknowledged by the silent prostrate 
adoration of the royal priesthood of heaven. 
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will be aasessors to Christ on his throne* 
•• Know ye not/' asks St. Paul, " that the 
saintB shall judge the world P know ye not 
that we shall judge angels ?" (1 Cor. vi. 
2^ 3.) And again the Lord says to the 
church in Thyatira, " He that overcometh, 
and keepeth my words unto the end, to hinn 
will I give power over the nations, and he 
shall rule tihem with a rod of iron, as the 
vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers, even as I received of my Father" 
(Eev. iL 26, 27). During the miUennium 
the saints wiU live and reign with Christ 
(Eev. XX. 4) over a renovated earth. And 
the closing words of the vision of the New 
Jerusalem, the light of which penetrates 
the eternal ages beyond, are these, " They 
shall reign for ever and ever" (Rev. 
xxii. 5). 

Nor is the service of government the 
only one we shall there be permitted to 
render. The word "priesthood" implies 
all the varied ministries of worship. And 
so we read, " They serve Him day and night 
in his temple" (Rev* viL 15). In this 
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service all the powers of heavenly min- 
strelsy and music will be combined, for the 
apostle writes, "I heard the voice of 
harpers harping on their harps ; and they 
sang as it vere a new song before the 
throne, and before the four living creatures, 
and the elders; and no man could learn 
that song but the hundred and forty and four 
thousand which were redeemed from the 
earth (Rev. xiv. 2, 3). 

There will probably be high and holy fes- 
tivals in those ages to come. For we read, 
** There was a day when the sons of God 
came to present themselves before the 
Lord," and after an interval, "Again 
there was a day when the sons of God 
came to present themselves before the 
Lord" (Job i. 6; ii. 1). So the promul- 
gation of the Divine decree respecting the 
eternal Sonship of Messiah is referred to a 
definite period (Ps. ii, 6, 7). And in the 
latest revelation of perennial bliss there 
are recurring seasons during which the 
tree of life yields its manifold fruit. 

Nor will the xniniatratiOTi^ oi cotl* 
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descending love be wanting there. There 
is, I think, a beautifiil intimation of this 
in the words following those just alluded 
to — " The leaves of the tree were for the 
heahng* {Bepwirelav^ or rather the * service') 
of the nations" (Rev. xxii. 2). That tree 
of life grows in the Paradise of God, in the 
Heavenly Jerusalem. The nations spoken 
of are the inhabitants of the earth. And 
even as after our Lord's temptation we 

* The word Oepawtia by no means of necessity 
implies a previously inflicted wound, or a previously 
existing disease. The noun only occurs three times, 
beside this instance, in the New Testament. Twice 
it is translated "household" (Matt. xxiv. 45 ; Luke 
zii. 42). Once it is joined with the cure of diseases 
(Luke ix. 11). This throws us on the derivation of 
the word ; and in classical usage the healing of disease 
is quite a secondary sense. The meanings, as given 
in one of our best lexicons, are these— ui waiting on^ 
service, attendance; and so the body of attendants, a 
hmg^s suite, and hence in various relations, (1) service 
done to the gods, vxyrshi^ ; (2) a fostering, tending^ 
nurture, care, such as of the body or of the soul ; 
(3) service done to gain favour ; and lastly (4) service 
done to the sick, etc. The only passage in the New 
Testament where the root (Otpainav^ q^csqs^^ Sa^^^^^* 
112. S, where it is rendered ** BeTV«ii\.r 
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read angels came and ministered unto Him 
(Matt. iv. 11), so may we well believe tliat 
it will be om* privilege, when equal to the 
angels, to minister to our younger brethen 
below. 

There is another Scripture with regard 
to the service of heaven which seems to 
be peculiarly suggestive— I mean Luke 
xvi. 11, 12 — where our Lord, after speak- 
ing of his servants being received into 
everlasting habitations by those whose 
necessities they have succoured, or whose 
friendship they have won in mutual deeds 
of charity ; and after comparing fidelity in 
that which is least with fidelity in much, 
says, " If ye have not been faithfiil in the 
unrighteous mammon, who will commit to 
your trust the true riches ? and if ye have 
not been Mthful in that which is another 
man's, who shall give you that which is 
your own ?'* This, at least, we are taught, 
that in heaven there will be the adminis- 
tration of that which deserves the name 
of riches, not tarnished, not corruptible, 
not fugitive, but pure, and genuine, and 
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enduring; and the possession of that wliich 
Mch, to the added joy of all, will with a 
peculiar propriety inherit as his own. The 
distinotions betwixt mevm and tuvm are 
not evanescent. The five cities entrusted 
to me will not belong to my brother, who 
S9 charged with the oyersight of ten other 
eities« There will be no exclusiveness in 
heaven, but there will be no confusion of 
responsibilities. For it is the same Lord 
who now " has given authority to his ser- 
vants, and to every man his work*' (Mark 
xiii. 34), of whom we read in the revela- 
tion of the ages to come, " His servants 
shall serve Him" (Rev. xxii. 3). Yea» 
when we are assured that the Church is 
the body of Christ, the fiilness of Him who 
filleth all in all (Ephes. i 23), are we not 
humbly permitted to infer, that as we per- 
form all the functions of our mortal life by 
means of the various members of our body, 
so will the Lord hereafter carry on the 
administration of his heavenly kingdom 
through his Bride, the Church ? 
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V. It is a STATE OP SOCIAL PBBFECTION. 

Not one saint will be wanting. " The 
Son of Man will send forth his angels, and 
they shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other" (Matt. xxiv. 31). This wiU be 
"our gathering together unto Him'* (2 
Thess. ii. 1). Then shall the children of 
God who are now scattered abroad be 
gathered together into one (John xi. 52). 
No less than this is implied in the figure of 
the spiritual temple (Bphes. ii. 20 — 22) : 
no stone shall be lacking there. The whole 
family, which is now part in heaven and 
part on earth (Bphes. iii. 15), shall then 
all meet in the presence of their One Father. 
The Bride shall be without blemish or 
defect, not having spot or wrinkle, or any 
such thing. 

Then shall the spiritual father present 
his children perfect in Christ Jesus (Col. i. 
28), and shall rejoice that he has not run 
in vain or laboured in vain (Phil. ii. 16). 
His converts shall be his joy and crown of 
rejoicing in that day (1 Thess. ii. 19, 20). 
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Then shall those over whom we have sor- 
rowed, and still sorrow, as sleeping in 
Jesus, be reunited with us in his presence, 
and be for ever with us and with the Lord, 
in the full enjoyment of an indissoluble 
society (1 Thess. iv. 13—18). What a 
glimpse the passing clause respecting 
Onesimus, in St. Paul's brief letter to 
Philemon, affords of this ! " He departed 
for a season, that thou shouldest receive 
him for ever." 

Then shall we have come, not only by 
anticipative &ith, but in blessed reality, 
"to the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the 
general assembly and church of the first- 
bom, which are written in heaven" (Heb. 
xii. 22, 23). See the glowing picture of 
their harmonious adoration (Rev. v. 8—14). 
Will not this be the triumph of the Eternal 
Spirit's work ? If He can carry on his 
divine operations with such feeble and 
imperfect instruments in this world of sin 
and sorrow, energizing affectionately, and 
dividing to every man severally as He wills 
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(1 Cor. xii* 4—11), ^hsA will be the glory 
of his administratioiiB in a sinless nniverse I 
For then shaU be 'Hhe restitation of all 
things" (Acts iii 21). 

« Then tlie harp 
Of all creation, jarred too long hj mn 
And grating discords manifold, at last 
Betuned and tempered by the hand of God, 
Shall yield to every breath of heaven, that sweeps 
Across its conntless and melodious strings. 
Eternal songs of gratitude and love." 

Then will the Father " have gathered 
together in one all things in Christ which 
are in heaven and which are on earth'* 
(Bphes. i 10) : then " in the name of 
Jesus every knee shall bow, of things in 
heaven, and things on earth, and things 
under the earth, and every tongue confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord'' (Phil, ii 10, 11); 
then shall God, "by Christ, have recon- 
ciled all things to Himself, whether they 
be things in earth, or things in heaven*' 
(Col. i. 20). Could words more expressly 
foretell the perfection of the society of 
glory than these last exceeding great and 
precious promises ? 
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For this blessed society there will be 
suitable and everlasting habitations (Luke 
xvi. 9), the new heavens and the new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness 
{2 Pet. iiL 13), the Paradise of God (Eev, 
ii. 7), the many mansions of our Father's 
house, prepared for us by Christ Himself 
(John xiv. 2), the holy Jerusalem (Kev. 
xxi. 10), the city which hath foundations 
whose builder and maker is God, situate in 
the better fatherland, that is the heavenly 
(Heb. xi. 10, 16), the court of the King of 
kings, corresponding to the Holy of holies 
in the Jewish tabernacle (Heb. ix. 24), 
where they have no need of the sun or 
moon to shine, for the glory of God doth 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof 
(Eev. xxi. 23). 

Space quite forbids us to enlarge on 
the wondrous description of the New Jeru- 
salem, and I would only venture to express 
my own deep conviction that it is both 
real and typical, an actual city, of which 
every part typifies the spiritual temple of 
Eving stones; that as the glorified body 
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will be the worthy habitation of the per- 
fectly regenerate spirit, each part respon- 
sive to the soul's attributes, so the celestial 
city wiU be the metropolis of the saints for 
ever, where their spiritual characteristics 
will each and all find a counterpart in that 
marvellous structure prepared for them by 
their God (Heb. xi. 16). 

And this naturally leads me to the 
crowning and central glory of their felicity. 

VI. It is A STATE OF PERPETUAL COMMUNION 

WITH God IN Cheist. 

His people shall be found of the Lord 
in peace, without spot, and blameless (2 Pet. 
iii. 14). They obtain mercy of Him in 
that day (2 Tim. i. 18). They enter in 
through the open door into the Master's 
house (Luke xiii. 25 — 28). They have 
confidence before Him at his coming 
(1 John ii. 28). Christ presents them to 
Himself, a glorious church, holy, and with- 
out blemish (Bphes. v. 27). He presents 
them before his Father (2 Oor. iv. 14). He 
confesBea tbem to be his own ^\ikft :m,^* 
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And the shout shall be heard in heaven, 
" Hallelujah I for the Lord God Omnipotent 
reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and 
give honour to Him, for the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 
made herself ready/' And agam, "Blessed 
are they which are called to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb" (Eev. xix. 6 — 9). 

They shall see the Eternal Son of God 
as He is (1 John iii. 2). But, furthermore^ 
I cannot but beheve they shall also see the 
Eternal Father. I know that some have 
doubted whether any finite creature can 
ever behold the face of the First Person of 
the adorable Trinity. I confess that I 
think (though I would speak with the 
greatest humility of so profound a mystery) 
the words, " They shall see his fiice'* (Rev* 
xxii. 4), decide that it is possible. Of 
course I do not mean the full-orbed splen- 
dour of his countenance, which can only 
beam on Him who is the brightness of his 
glory and the express image of his sub- 
stance ; but yet a visible simiUtude. The 
reply that God is a Sp\rA)> ^tA ^^ %^^ 
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is invisible, seems to me far from conclu- 
sive ; for angels are spirits, yet have they 
been, by God*s permission, visible to man, 
and doubtless are constantly visible to 
other spirits. And if the objection be the 
impossibility of the finite beholding the 
Infinite, it seems answered by the assur- 
ance of our Lord regarding the angels who 
•minister to the little lambs of his flock : 
^* I say unto you, that in heaven their angels 
do always behold the face of my Father 
which is in heaven" (Matt, xviii. 10). And 
so I cannot doubt, that when we have re- 
ceived in its fulness the adoption of chil- 
dren, we shall not only cry Abba Father, 
but enjoy the uttermost of the promise, 
"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God*' (Matt. v. 8), and thus, in 
his presence, drink for ever of the crystal 
river of life, which in its spiritual signifi- 
cance seems to symbolize the pure and holy 
joys of the Eternal Spirit proceeding from 
the Father and the Son (Rev. xxii. 1). 
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And VII. It is a state of peepetttitt and 

YET OP PBOGEBSSION. 

The saintgf, "by patient continuance 
here in well doing, seek for glory, and honour, 
and immortality " (Rom, ii, 7). The first 
two were incomplete without the last ; but 
according to the sure promise they find all 
they seek for. Their corruptible body 
shall then hare put on incorruption, and 
their mortal have put on immortality (1 Cor, 
XV. 63). Christ has brought not only life, 
but life and immortality to light through 
the Gospel (2 Tim. i. 10). It is not only 
life, but eternal life to know God in Christ 
(John xvii. 3). No foe can ever assail 
them. All enemies are put under the feet 
of Christ (1 Cor. xv. 25). The Son ol God 
win then have destroyed the works of the 
devil (1 John iii. 8), The wheat will be all 
safely gathered in the heavenly gamer 
(Matt. iii. 12). The glory of the ministra- 
tion of the Spirit is "that which re- 
maineth '* (2 Cor. iii. 11). The joy of the 
redeemed is ftdfilled, and their joy no maai 
taketh from them(36\xn. -xn^Wn^s^."^^^- 
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They are made pillars in the temple of God, 
and shall go no more out (Rev. iii. 12). 
The city they seek is a continuing city 
(Heb, xiii. 14). And in contrast with their 
light aflSiiction here, which is but for a mo- 
ment, there awaits them a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory (2 Cor. 
iv. 17). 

The necessity for certifying us who are 
so accustomed to the transitoriness of all 
earthly joys, that the felicity to come is as 
limitless as it is cloudless, explains those 
repeated negative assurances which have 
led some unguardedly to assert that we are 
rather told what heaven is not, than what 
it is. I entirely differ from them, and could, 
I think, pledge myself to find ten positive 
assertions for every negation. Indeed, these 
negative predictions are no more than are 
sujfficient to fence round our heavenly home 
from every fear of the invasion of evil. But 
they are amply suflBlcient. For such a pro- 
mise as that, " And God shaU wipe away 
all tears from, their eyes, and there shall 
l^e no more death, neitter bottom » tlot 
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CTying, neither shall there be any more 
pain; for the former things are passed 
away'* (Rev. xxi. 4); may well banish 
every shadow of suspicion from every 
mind. 

But the joy of the saints shall be pro- 
gressive as well as perpetual. They will 
then have entered the joy of their Lord. 
And respecting his kingdom we read, " Of 
the increase of his government and peace 
(not only, observe, of his peaceful dominion 
itself, but of its increase) there shall be no 
end*' (Isa. ix. 7). He must increase (John 
iii. 30). And in his ever increasing empire 
we shall increasingly delight. The whole 
Church is but the earnest and sample of the 
illimitable harvest, for it is written, " Of his 
own wiU begat He us by the word of truth, 
that we should be a kind of first fruits of 
his creatures'* (James i. 18). And through- 
out eternity we cannot doubt the Son will 
be revealing to us the infinite riches of the 
Father (Matt. xi. 27 ; John xvi. 25), while 
the Father, " in the ages to come mil aho.^ 
the exceeding ricked oi\flL^ ^jr^i.^ ^^s^^^^^a. 
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kindness toward us thrcragli Christ Jesus " 
(Ephes. ii. 7). 

We have thus seen that — 

1. The state of risen sainta is one erf 
personal perfection, a perfection boih of 
body and spirit. 

2. It is a state of eternal rest and re« 
freshment. 

3* The saints mil there receiTe the re- 
ward of the inheritanGe. 

4. It is a state of combined royalty and 
service. 

5. It is a state of social perfection. 

6. It is a state of perfected communion 
with Grod in Ohristv 

7. It is a state of perpetuity and yet of 
progression. 

And what shall I more say? I know 
that there are many Scriptures which I 
have passed over. But time and space 
would fail me. And I would only ask the 
reader to observe, how in this, passing 
glimpse which we have taken at the coming 
gioiy, the TTord of God has in describing 
i^ exhausted all the images o£ ^^ ^\3«Rfe 
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and the deepest hnmaii joy. I once tried 
to call to mj recoUectioa all the happiest 
scenes of earth, and then, taking mj Bible^ 
looked to see whether they were used to 
prepare the good things to come. I 
found that in erery case Holy Saripture had 
Impropriated the figure. 

If we think of a happy home, our earliest 
conception of joy, in heaven the whole 
family is gathered in the many mansions of 
the Father's house (John xi. 62, xiv. 2; 
Eph. ii 14, 16). 

If of rural delights, of a froitfol garden, 
of shady pastures, and of crystal waters, 
heaven is the paradise of Gk>d, and there the 
Lamb will lead his people by those living 
waters, along the banks of which grow the 
many-fruited trees of life (Bev. ii. 7 ; vii. 
16, 17 ; xadi. 1, 2). 

If of the joy of harvest, in heaven the 
saints reap in joy that which on earth 
they sowed in tears (Ps. cxxvi. 6, 6 ; John 
iv. 36). 

If of the social plea^va^'^ ^^ ^ -^ii^l^ 
ordered city, with aSi t\ve fews^\BJ«st»3ss^^^ 
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of citizen with citizen, heaven is the New 
Jerusalem, the city of the living God, the 
metropolis of his boundless empire (Heb. 
xi. 10; Eev. xxi. 10). 

If of the keen interest of honourable 
merchandise, and the luxury of doing good 
which wealth makes possible, in heaven the 
saints are intrusted with the true riches, 
and put in possession of treasures which 
shall be their own for ever (Luke xvi. 11, 
12 ; xviii. 22). 

If of the true delight of active work, in 
heaven his servants shall serve Him (Rev. 
,7mi. 4). 

If of the refreshment of repose after 
vrork, heaven is that home where they rest 
from their labours (Rev. xiv. 13). 

If of a magnificent banquet, heaven is 
the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 
Tax. 9 ; Luke xiv. 16). 

If of the subduing power of vocal and 
instrumental music, the song is heard there 
of harpers harping upon their harps (Rev. 
JDv. 2, 3). 

If of a, royal presentatioiijt\iQ %«LTAi^NrJ^ 
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in heaven be presented faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy 
(Jude 24). 

If of the exultation of victory, heaven's 
armies follow the King of kings in vestures 
of radiant white, and sing the song of Moses 
and the Lamb (Rev. xv. 2, 3 ; xix. 14). 

If of students clustering round a beloved 
master, as he explains to them the mysteries 
of truth, then Jesus will show us plainly of 
the Father, and will declare unto us his 
name (John xvi. 25 ; xvii. 26). 

If of the joy of a successful competitor 
in the athletic or literary arena, heaven is 
the winning of an incorruptible wreath, and 
the receiving the prize of our celestial 
calling from the hand of Christ Himself 
(Phil. iii. 14; 2 Tim. iv. 8). 

If of the high responsibilities of go- 
vernment, the diadem shall there shine 
on every brow, and the risen saints shall 
reign with Christ for ever and ever (Rev. 
xxii. 5). 

If, to change the current of iIL^l&tr^fciacL^ 
of the holy calm of th.Q ^^\i^^v'^^'^^^'^ 
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that Sabbath rest which remaineth for the 
people of God (Heb. iv. 9). 

If of ministrations in the house of 
prayer, the rcrjral priesthood shall there 
serve Him day and night in his tenable 
(Rev. vii. 15). 

And, lastly, to touch on that which is per- 
haps the most sacred of aU human joys, if you 
think of the communion of heart with heart, 
which a holy bridal consummates, then the 
marriage of the Lamb will have come, and 
the Bridegroom will have presented the 
Bride to Himself in the perfect beauty of 
his own glorious likeness (Bphes. v. 27 ; 
1 John iii. 2). 

This at least we may say, whatever 
earth has of delight, heaven has ; only that, 
as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so much will the perfect bliss of eternity 
transcend the fragmentary joys of time. 
And I know not how I can better close this 
unworthy effort to gather together some 
of the abundant testimony of Scripture to 
the excellency of the inheritance which 
B,wadt8 UB, than in the wordB oi ^o ^t«3^x 
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we know so well, that God who has pre- 
pared for them that love Him, suoh good 
things as pass man's understanding, may 
pour into our hearts such love towards 
Him, that we, loving Him above all things, 
may obtain his promises, which exceed all 
that we can desire, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
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